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Reedle-ee  Rootle-ee  Vroom-pety BANG! Young Farkle McBride is a musical genius: He plays the

violin, the flute, the trombone, and the drums with incredible skill. But he's never satisfied:

Something is missing.  In his first book, actor and musician John Lithgow introduces a memorable

character, a fickle yet lovable child prodigy who brings the sounds and rhythms of an orchestra to

sprawling visual life. With a double gatefold showing the entire orchestra, this is the ultimate book

for the music lover in all of us. Deedle-ee  Doodle-ee  Doom-pety CLANG!
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Out of about 100 books bought in the last 2 months for our two year old, this is the only one that

we're returning and don't want to read to him. It's not that what other reviews praise about the story

and pictures isn't true, it's just that the story and pictures also depict values and actions that we are

not comfortable exposing to our young child although I seriously considered keeping the book for

myself because I personally liked it. The main character is not a very good role model. (Because we

are both parents and early childhood and elementary educators, we may be more attuned to and

concerned about role models in books, which may not be as big of an issue or concern to others so

this book may be fine depending on one's particular sensitivies and orientation.) Not every child is a

childhood prodigy like Farkle McBride and particularly with certain issues that surround children in

today's American culture and media, I am concerned about a child being exposed to a character



who can master something without trying that hard or practicing or sticking to it and who easily gives

up what they're doing because they get bored. Though not automatically negative, there's a bit of

concern that a message is being sent suggesting that the one who is in charge (e.g. the conductor)

has a better job than the others. Though amusing from an adult point of view, the book has images

of instruments being broken in pieces or thrown away because the child is bored of them - not a

good model for caring for personal property and respecting the investment (monetary and time)

made by his parents to support his interests.
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